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Each year the members of the Association of European Postal Operators (PostEurop) 
issue stamps on a common theme, which in 2025 is national archaeological 
discoveries. The “EUROPA stamp” is one of the most popular themes for collectors 
and issues bearing the official logo are among the most sought after new stamps. 
The miniature sheet consisting of two pairs of stamps was designed by the graphic 
artist Katalin Bódi, of which 20,000 copies were produced by the banknote printing 
company Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. The new issue is available from Filaposta, philately 
specialist services, certain post offices and www.posta.hu. 

Somló Hill played an important role in the Late Bronze Age and Early Iron Age, and 
was most likely the seat of an elite who hid their treasures there during mysterious 
sacrificial ceremonies. For this reason, this isolated hill is among the most important 
archaeological sites in Hungary today. Archaeological excavations on Somló have 
uncovered numerous fascinating finds which provide important information about the 
history and culture of the region. The archaeologists, with the help of volunteers, found 
ritual treasures dating from the Late Bronze Age during a metal detecting survey. The 
neck collar discovered at Somló is a unique find, as it consists of an eggshell-thin bronze 
plate covered by a thin gold foil held in place by its edges being folded back over the 
rim of the bronze plate. The neck collar is divided into four fields by three bundles of 
cord-ribs and is also adorned with densely stamped concentric circular patterns. This 
jewellery was probably part of a set of ceremonial vestments and may have been a sign 
of the wearer’s high social status. The gold and amber jewellery is evidence of a 
flourishing Late Bronze Age culture. These pieces of jewellery indicate that there was 
probably a close network of European contacts spanning the Baltic, the Alps and the 
Carpathian Basin. The excavations have also unearthed a set of wild boar tusk trophies 
and individual weapons, which are indicative of the rich culture and traditions of the 
region’s warring communities.  

The two stamps of the special miniature sheet focus on the bronze neck collar covered 
in ornate gold foil, and an ornate bronze disc likewise covered in gold foil with amber 
beads, while the design of the frame features a composition of artefacts from Hoard I.  

The associated first day cover shows a spearhead found in the hoard. The imprint of 
the postmark on the first day cover shows a stylised drawing inspired by the 
ornamentation of the archaeological treasure. 

Order code:  
2025060040011 (miniature sheet) 
2025060060012 (FDC) 

Issued on: 9 May 2025 

Total face value: HUF 4,080  
(On the date of issue, HUF 1,020 
pays the postage of a non-priority 
item with non-dutiable contents to 
European countries within and 
outside the EU customs border.) 

Printing technique: offset  

Number of copies: 20,000 

Perforated size of stamps:  
30 x 40 mm 

External imperforated size of 

miniature sheet: 130 x 90 mm 

Paper type: white, wood-free, 
surface-treated, gummed stamp 
paper with optical whitener 

Printed by Pénzjegynyomda Zrt. 
(miniature sheet); Codex Zrt. 
(FDC) 

Photos by László György 

Source: Hungarian National 
Museum Public Collection 
Centre, Hungarian National 
Museum, National Institute of 
Archaeology, Department of 
Archaeology 

Designed by Katalin Bódi 

INFORMATION: belyeg@posta.hu  
ORDERS: Tel.: (+36 1) 318-3363 ▪ philately@posta.hu ▪ www.posta.hu 
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