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150 YEARS OF THE HUNGARIAN FIRE BRIGADE
150 YEARS OF THE ASSOCIATION OF HUNGARIAN FIRE SERVICES
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Magyar Posta is issuing a set of special stamps to commemorate the 150th
anniversary of the foundation of the Hungarian Fire Brigade and the
Association of Hungarian Fire Services. Fifty thousand copies of each of the
two stamps in the set designed by the graphic artist Orsolya Kara were
produced by ANY Security Printing Company using source material provided
by the Central Museum of Disaster Management. The new issue will go on
sale on 4 May 2020 and from that date will be available at first day post
offices, Filaposta, philately specialist services, certain post offices and
www.posta.hu.

Although regulations for the purpose of fire protection were made by Stephen | as
early as the 11th century, the first serious measures appeared simultaneously with
the emergence of the burgher class in the cities. In the 17th century student fire
brigades were established as the first fire-fighting forces, which were voluntary
organisations. Of these the student fire fighters of the colleges in Debrecen and
Sarospatak won high repute. Throughout the centuries of the Middle Ages, in spite
of prohibitions and restrictive regulations, one conflagration followed another. One
of the earliest voluntary fire brigades was established in 1835 in Arad in the
Kingdom of Hungary. In the wake of the 1848-49 war for independence from
Austria, the Habsburg powers did not allow voluntary fire-fighting units to operate in
Hungary for a long time. Thus it was only in 1866 that the Sopron Fire and
Gymnastics Society was able to commence operations, while the Pest Fire Brigade
and the full-time fire brigade, both under the leadership of Count Odén Széchenyi,
followed suit in 1870. Thereafter, a series of fire societies and associations as well
as fire-fighting brigades were formed.

The main figure of the HUF 125 stamp is Count Oddn Széchenyi, the commander of
the Budapest Fire Brigade and the first president of the Hungarian National Fire
Fighting Association, depicted with the first book on fire fighting dating from 1864
beside him. The main figure of the HUF 135 stamp is Saint Florian, the patron saint
of fire fighters, and next to him is part of an engraving showing the fire exercise held
on 17 September 1871 as well as the fire fighters’ symbol. A detail of a fire-brigade
flag appears on the first day cover and the main motif of the postmark is a stylised
drawing of the fire fighter's symbol.

INFORMATION: belyeg@posta.hu

Order code:
2020110050211 (stamp set)
2020110060012 (FDC)

Issued on: 4 May 2020

Total face value: HUF 260 (On
the date of issue, HUF 125 can
be used as a supplementary
denomination, and HUF 135
pays the postage of a domestic
non-priority letter up to 50 g, or a
postcard or picture postcard.)

Printing technique:
4-colour offset

Number of copies:

2 x 50,000 stamps (50 stamps/5
barcodes/sheet)

Perforated size:
30 x 40 mm

Paper type:

White, wood-free, surface-
treated, gummed stamp paper
with optical whitener

Printed by
ANY Biztonsagi Nyomda Nyrt.

Designed by
Orsolya Kara

Source: Central Museum of
Disaster Management

ORDERS: Tel.: (+36 1) 767-7168 = philately@posta.hu = www.posta.hu
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