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POSTAL HISTORY VI: THE POSTCODE IS 50 YEARS OLD
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Magyar Postais issuing a new definitive stamp in the series Postal History.
The self-adhesive stamp with no value indication, bearing the inscription
“Domestic”, celebrates the 50th anniversary of the introduction of the
postcode in Hungary. The stamp and the graphics of its accompanying
cover and postmark were designed by the graphic artist Barnabas Baticz
and produced by Patria Nyomda Zrt. The new issue will be available from
Filaposta, philately specialist services, certain post offices and
www.posta.hu from 7 July 2023.

In the 1960s, due to the growing number of mail items, Magyar Posta began to
assess the possibilities of mechanisation, which was indispensable for faster
work. Following Western examples, it was decided that the postcode, or ZIP
code, could be the solution here, too. Taking the four-digit German example as
a model, the experts divided Hungary into nine postal districts numbered in a
clockwise direction: the first digit represents one of these districts, and the other
three further narrow the areas. Contrary to popular belief, postcodes are not
assigned to municipalities but to certain post offices. However, as most
municipalities belong to a single post office, it seems that the municipality has a
postcode. The difference becomes apparent in large cities, but there are also
examples of small municipalities without their own post office sharing a postcode.
Certain major post office box holders that receive large volumes of mail can be
assigned their own postcode, and campaigns launched by companies can even
be temporarily given a separate postcode to cater for the expected large amount
of mail. The new system was introduced in Hungary on 1 January 1973.

The graphic design of the stamp features an outline of the country divided into
nine postal districts for postcodes combined with a sequence of years. These
dates are repeated on the cover while the imprint of the postmark on the
accompanying first day cover shows the division of Hungary into postal districts.

INFORMATION: belyeg@posta.hu

ORDERS: Tel.: (+36 1) 318-3363 = philately@posta.hu = www.posta.hu

Order code:
2023160010031 (stamp)
2023160060032 (FDC)

Issued on:
7 July 2023

Face value: Domestic

(On the date of issue
equivalent to postage of HUF
210 paying for a domestic
non-priority letter up to 50 g,
or a postcard or picture
postcard.)

Printing technique:
flexo

Number of copies:
dependent on demand (initial
print run of 600,000 stamps)

Perforated size:

33 x 26 mm (50 stamps and
10 barcodes per sheet)
Paper type:

self-adhesive, matt eco-
paper

Printed by

Patria Nyomda Zrt.

Designed by
Barnabas Baticz
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