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DRIVING EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIP FOR FOUR IN HAND 

Magyar Posta is issuing a special stamp in honour of the Driving 
European Championship for Four in Hand to be held in Budapest. Fifty 
thousand copies of the stamp designed by the graphic artist Ágnes 
Kamarás were produced by ANY Security Printing Company. The new 
issue will be released on 4 August 2021. The new stamp is available from 
Filaposta, philately specialist services, certain post offices and 
www.posta.hu. 

The 12th Driving European Championship for Four in Hand will be staged as an 
accompanying event of the One with Nature World of Hunting and Nature 
Exhibition between 2 and 5 September 2021 at Kincsem Park. The continental 
contest is also marking a special anniversary as the first European 
Championship was held exactly fifty years ago, in 1971, in Budapest.  

Driving consists of three phases. In the dressage test, the harmony between the 
driver and the horse, the regularity and timing of the gaits, the coordination and 
vigorousness of the movement of the horses, and the style and accuracy of the 
driving is marked. In the marathon, the drivers have to negotiate a course with 
three sections and eight obstacles built in varied terrain, such as hill, bridge and 
water obstacles. The final phase is the obstacle cones, in which the drivers have 
to navigate a course of special pylons as fast as possible within a fixed time 
while incurring as few penalty points as possible. The dressage and obstacle 
cone courses will be built in the rugby stadium, and the marathon course will be 
built in the centre of the race track enabling the most spectacular event to be 
watched from the covered grandstand, which is unique in the world.  

Carriage, or chariot, driving featured among the sports of the ancient Greek 
Olympic Games and was popular in the age of Roman emperors. However, its 
history as a modern organised equestrian sport dates back not much more than 
a hundred years. 

The main elements of the special stamp, the first day cover, and the postmark 
are the logo of the European Championship and a composition referring to the 
golden jubilee, which is completed by an image of a four in hand on the first day 
cover.  

Order code: 
2021270010011 (stamp) 
2021270060012 (FDC) 

Issued on:  
4 August 2021 

Face value: HUF 445  
(On the date of issue, 
equivalent to postage for a 
domestic registered 
service (using an 
electronic posting list)) 

Printing technique:  
4-colour offset 

Number of copies:  
50,000 stamps (50 
stamps/5 barcodes/sheet)  

Perforated size:  
40 x 30 mm 

Paper type:  
gummed postage stamp 
paper 

Printed by  
ANY Biztonsági Nyomda 
Nyrt. 

Photo:  
János Váraljai (first day 
cover) 

Designed by  
Ágnes Kamarás  
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