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JÁNOS PILINSZKY WAS BORN 100 YEARS AGO  

Magyar Posta is commemorating the centenary of the birth of the 

poet János Pilinszky by issuing a special stamp. Fifty thousand 

copies of the special stamp designed by the graphic artist Tamás 

Péter Takács were produced by ANY Security Printing Company. The 

new issue is available from Filaposta, philately specialist services, 

certain post offices and www.posta.hu.  

János Pilinszky (Budapest, 27 November 1921 – Budapest, 27 May 1981) 

was one of the most influential Hungarian poets of the 20th century, who 

was awarded the Baumgarten, József Attila and Kossuth Prizes. He was 

part of the fourth or “new moon” generation of the literary journal Nyugat, 

and the periodical that succeeded it, Újhold (meaning “new moon”), of 

which he was an editor between 1946 and 1948. From 1957 until his 

death, he was a contributor to the Catholic weekly Új Ember.  

His poetry explores the shocking events of 20th-century history, the 

suffering of human existence and the possibility of the redemption of sins 

in a unique way. His personal faith is inseparable from the theme and tone 

of his oeuvre, whereby he created anew a living connection between the 

sacred and the profane. His achievements enriched the history of 

Hungarian literature with works that merit a place among the highest 

attainments of world literature. 

The commemorative stamp features a portrait of János Pilinszky and the 

line “The sun is visible from every rooftop” from his poem Fragment from a 

Golden Age (Aranykori töredék) can be read on the accompanying first day 

cover. The logo of the centenary is featured in the special postmark as well 

as on the stamp and the first day cover.  

Order code:  

2021140010011 (stamp) 

2021140060012 (FDC) 

Issued on: 14 September 2021 

Face value: HUF 485  

(On the date of issue, this pays the 

postage of the Domestic registered 

(paper document) service) 

Printing technique: 4-colour offset 

Number of copies: 50,000  

Perforated size: 40 x 30 mm 

Paper type: White, wood-free, 

surface-treated, gummed stamp 

paper with optical whitener 

Printed by  

ANY Biztonsági Nyomda Nyrt. 

Photo:  

András Szebeni, HUNGART © 

Designed by  

Tamás Péter Takács 

The issue was produced with the 

support of the Public Foundation for 

the Research of Eastern and Central 

European History and Society. 
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