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HUNGARIAN PERFORMERS:
KLARI TOLNAY WAS BORN 100 YEARS AGO
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Magyar Posta is releasing a commemorative stamp to mark the centenary of the birth of the actress
Klari Tolnay, twice winner of the Kossuth Prize, Artist of Merit and Artist of Excellence, and member of
the “Company of Immortals”. A portrait of Klari Tolnay appears on the stamps while the margin of the
miniature sheet is adorned by a graphic composition of articles housed in the Klari Tolnay Memorial
House in Mohora. The miniature sheet was designed by Gloria Hefelle and produced by the printing
company Pénzjegynyomda. The new miniature sheet will be available at large post offices and
Filaposta in Hungary from 5 March, but may also be purchased from Magyar Posta’s online store.

Klari Tolnay (née Rézsa Tolnay) was born in Budapest on 17 July 1914 but grew up in Mohora in Négrad
county. She attended school in Mohora, Balassagyarmat and Nyiregyhdza before completing her secondary
education at the School of Business in Debrecen. She read widely, studied music, and sang and performed
chamber music with her family. She was introduced to the stage through the writer and influential newspaper
editor Janos Bodkay. Tolnay went to auditions but only with very limited success. She persisted in her
endeavours at the Hunnia Film Studios, where she won the support of the director Béla Gaal. She worked as
an extra and played small roles until she was offered a role in the film Meseaut6. Afterwards, she was hired by
the comedy theatre Vigszinhaz, where she acted many ingénue roles. In 1946 her stage career continued at
the Miivész Theatre for two years before being appointed co-manager of the Vigszinhaz Theatre together with
Gyula Benkd and Istvan Somlé in 1948. From 1950 onwards she acted roles as the modern heroine at the
Madach Theatre. Her theatrical career enjoyed a revival between 1990 and 1998, in some years playing five
lead roles. She died on 28 October 1998. (Source: szineszkonyvtar.hu)

KLARI TOLNAY: Order code: 2014060010011 (stamp) 2014060060012 (stamp, FDC), 2014060040011 (miniature
sheet), 2014060060112 (miniature sheet, FDC) * Date of issue: 5 March 2014 « Face value: HUF 260 ¢ Printing method:
4-colour offset « Number of copies: 80,000 miniature sheets ¢ Perforate size of the stamps: 30x40 mm ¢ Imperforate size
of the miniature sheet: 150x70 mm ¢« Printed by Pénzjegynyomda ¢ Photo by Tibor Inkey (CULTIRIS) ¢ Designed by
Gléria Hefelle
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